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Dear Mr Judson, 
 
Planning Application: Proposed residential development for 141 dwellings with associated open space, 
highway and landscaping works. Extension to existing Reepham cemetery: Land West of Broomhill Lane, 
Reepham 
 
Thank you for your email inviting me to comment on the above application. As the Designing Out Crime 
Officer my role within the planning process is to give advice on behalf of Norfolk Constabulary in relation to 
the layout, environmental design and the physical security of buildings, based upon the established 
principles of ‘Designing out Crime’. I have examined the plans and supporting documentation as seen on the 
planning explorer and would like to comment as such: 
 
Whilst Norfolk enjoys low levels of crime there have been incidents of thefts (from home, school grounds and 
motor vehicle) in the adjacent area over the past 3 years. Therefore, it is crucial to factor in protective 
security measures and practices across this development at the outset. As the development is a green field 
site, there is capacity to incorporate measures that fall within the definition of Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) through Defensible Space, Natural Surveillance, Territoriality and the denial 
of Permeability. 
 
Layout: Disappointingly the D&A Statement makes no reference to secure homes and environment but the 
layout has incorporated design principles that address crime prevention. The development is not overly 
permeable and thereby assists the prevention of easy intrusion by potential offenders. The looping access 
roads allows for dwellings to view their surroundings and the proposed mix of house types enables a greater 
potential for homes to be occupied throughout the day, increasing the opportunity for natural surveillance 
and community interaction. 
 
 
I do however question the need for the proposed path 
adjacent to unit #37. This will give legitimate reason for close 
proximity to the side/rear boundary of the dwelling adding 
potential vulnerability.  Because there is also a pathway in the 
very near proximity (the other side of pumping station) I 
strongly recommend this path is removed. 
Communal Areas: As these areas have the potential to 
generate crime, the design should allow natural surveillance 
from nearby dwellings with safe and accessible routes for 
users.   
 



 

                                                                                                                                                          

Good surveillance is provided over the more central spaces, but there are proposed amenity areas adjacent 
the rear of some properties which offers less observation: 

      
 
Positioning amenity space to the rear of dwellings can sometimes increase the potential for crime and 
complaints of noise/nuisance. Where dwellings abut these areas, it is strongly advised that there is a robust 
rear & side boundary treatment of 1.8m (also for units #71-95 adjacent agricultural land). 
 
Dwelling boundaries: The boundary between public and private areas should be clearly indicated therefore 
it is desirable for the dwelling frontage to be open to view with walls, fencing and hedges kept low (below 
1m). 
 
Not being able to find Landscape plans to assist, I have only been able to locate boundary treatments 
indicated for the dwellings on the accommodation plan and these do not state intended heights on the 
website plans: So I reiterate the strong recommended for rear & side boundary treatments of 1.8m close 
boarded fence/wall; all gates accessing the rear should be lockable (key operable from both sides) and of  
the same height as the fence (1.8m), being located on or as near to the front of the building line as possible 
to avoid an unnecessary ingress. (Secured By Design Homes 2019 section 10.4). 
 
Gable Ends: It is important to avoid the creation of windowless elevations and blank walls immediately 
adjacent to communal areas; as this may attract inappropriate loitering and ball games.  

• #37 & #71 have windowless gable end, please consider at least one window above ground floor 
level if possible to offer additional surveillance. 

Where they are unavoidable further protection may be given by a 1m buffer zone using either 1.m 
railings/mature hedge height (or an appropriate climbing non-destructive climbing plant). 
 
The following dwelling also have elevations adjacent communal space that would benefit from additional 
protection of some defensible space (again, such as a hedge or border) to prevent any potential contact with 
the side of the dwelling and give privacy to ground floor apertures. 

• #38 bungalow (bathroom window) 
 

 
Car Parking:   Vehicle parking has been provided within the dwelling boundary which is secure design and 
wholly supported. 
 
 
I do recommend that the development should seek to achieve full Secured by Design certification. Secured 
by Design (SBD) is a national crime prevention initiative based upon the principles of "designing out crime" 
and incorporates the latest security standards to address emerging criminal methods of attack.  Secured by 
Design has been proven to reduce the opportunity for crime and the fear of crime, creating safer, 
more secure and sustainable environments.  Further crime prevention advice and information about the 
scheme can be found on the website www.securedbydesign.com 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you or the applicant wish to discuss the contents of this letter 
further.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Penny Turner  
Architectural Liaison Officer 
Norfolk Constabulary  

https://www.securedbydesign.com/

